
Iyar - Sivan 5781  May 2021

Shavuot Services

Sunday night, May 16th
Evening service: 5:45 pm

Monday, May 17th
Morning service: 9:30 am
Evening service: 5:45 pm

Tuesday, May 18th
Morning service: 9:30 am
(Includes Yizkor)
Evening service: 8:00 pm

(Links to be emailed out at a later date)

Join us as we bid a fond farewell
to 

Rabbi Murray 
and 

Barbara Ezring

Sunday evening, June 13th
Virtually at 7:00 pm

(link to be emailed at a later date)
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What a busy month we have had. We prepared for and celebrated
Pesach. We began to count the Omer, commemorated Yom HaSho’ah, Yom
Ha’atzma’ut and continue to count up to Shavu’ot. We move toward the
conclusion of our holiday calendar for 5781. We began the year on the first
day of the seventh month with Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. The
celebratory year concludes as we celebrate the Feast of Weeks. The second
complete holiday cycle that I have been privileged to share with
Congregation Beth El in Norfolk ends in a matter of days.

I want to thank each and every member of this wonderful congregation. The two years that
I have spent with you have flown by. I have experienced the incredible flooding that marks the
natural order of Tidewater. I have seen the unbelievable joy of your families when sitting in the
seats that were once occupied by their parents and grandparents. The generational flow within
Beth El for the past 170 years serves as a road sign to a future of wonder and success as Rabbi
Ron Koas prepares to join the historic timeline of Beth El.

Together, we traversed the path of the great Covid-19 pandemic. We cried together,
struggled together, climbed up out of the depths of fear together, all because Beth El, because
you and I, stayed together. Our faith in God and in each other gave us the strength to survive.
But we did far more than survive. We lived! We celebrated our calendar. We celebrated B’nai
Mitzvah, Baby Namings, and the lives of those we lost. We continued to climb the mountainous
paths of life, cherishing life, and cherishing each moment with which we have been blessed. We
have almost reached the top of the mountain of life.

As we approach the summit of survival, I pray that all of us who braved the raging flood
waters of the pandemic will continue to discover new pathways to meaning and spirituality. We
climbed as our ancestors did until they stood at Mt. Sinai to receive Aseret HaDibrot, the Ten
Commandments. Shavu’ot is near. Once again, accept God’s Torah, hold on to the strength,
resilience and creativity that held us together. Change represents evolution even in religion.
Remember that change is the only guarantee in life. Let us remember the words of HaRav Kook,
“the new will become sacred and the sacred will become new.” Human beings were created to
change; from infancy to adolescence to adulthood, change is natural.

Beth El now enters another time of change, saying farewell to an Interim Rabbi and hello
to a new Permanent Rabbi. Our beloved religious communal family will continue to grow from
strength to strength. I will joyfully remember our years together for the rest of my life. 

Hag Shavu’ot Sameach

Rabbi Murray Ezring

Rabbi Murray Ezring



Page 3

Dear Beth El family, 
This month we will reach the culmination of our counting

up to receiving the Torah as we celebrate the holiday of
Shavuot. In fact, many things from this year will be coming to
their conclusion in the next month or so…another secular and
Sunday school year, tax season, and Rabbi Ezring’s time with
us at Beth El will soon come to an end as well. This is always a
bittersweet time…saying goodbye to friends for the summer but
knowing that sweet summer memories will soon be made.

At Beth El, the month of May offers new opportunities to get reacquainted with
those from the congregation and community whom we might have been out of touch
with over this strange corona time.  This month we will renew our Young Family
Services in person with Rabbi Yoni Warren. May 8th, May 22nd, and June 5th we
will hold our young family services in the Beth El courtyard. The services will be
geared for families with children ages toddler-10-years-old. However, if you have
older kids, please let us know and we would be happy to use them as prayer helpers.
More information will be available with details of how to sign up for those services.

All of this would be cause to celebrate on its own but there is so much more!
This month we also have three B’nai Mitzvah to celebrate AND look out for another
Rockin’ Shabbat happening later this month as well (hopefully in person!!)

In honor of Shavuot, we are also having “A LOT of Ice Cream” on May 16th
where you can come be with friends in the afternoon. Bring chairs and hang out in
the parking lot while having ice cream from a local ice cream truck sponsored by
Beth El.  

There is so much going on here at Beth El and more to come in June and
throughout the summer. This will be a huge time of transition, as we bid our beloved
Rabbi Ezring l’hitraot and say shalom to our new wonderful Rabbi Koas and as we
go from virtual life to hybrid existence. Throughout the changes we will undergo, we
are proud and excited to offer you so much fun and meaningful programming and
opportunities to cherish our togetherness and the beautiful, vibrant community that
makes us Beth El! 

We hope to see you soon and throughout the summer! 
Much love, Cantor Wendi
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MEN’S CLUB NEWS

Yellow candles:  Donated by the Men’s Club and
delivered by congregation
volunteers in February, we
hope you lit your Yom
HaShoah candles on April 7th-
8th.  A big thanks to those who
made donations to the club for
the candles.

Reading of the Names: On Friday, April 9th, we
continued our tradition of reading from Yad
Vashem’s list of the 6 million who perished in the
Holocaust. This time we were able to honor the
memories of approximately 3000 souls via Zoom.
Each of the twenty-four 10-minute time slots were
filled from 10 a.m to 2 p.m. by Men’s Club members,
congregants, and some special guests from around
the country. Included was Debra Rosenblum, a

teacher who read while
joined by individual
members of her class. Ms.
Rosenblum was from the
city in Arizona where this
year’s Yom HaShoah
speaker is from. Todah
rabah to all for contributing
to this mitzvah.

Thanks to Cantor Wendi for her help setting
up the Zoom and to Elena Baum for inviting Ms.
Rosenblum and her class to participate.

Seaboard Region leadership meeting: Held March
8th, among the topics were: elections to be held April
18th; installation set for June 8th; Temple Israel
Norfolk’s hosting of Cantor Azi Schwartz on April
25th. He’s the rock star cantor of Park Avenue
Synagogue in New York. (For a recording of the
regional meeting, visit https://youtu.be/LnM3hjb8bI4)

FJMC convention: The convention - June 6th-13th
will be virtual this year.  Although there is a $36
registration fee, it is subsidized by the Seaboard
Region, and anyone can attend any or all of the week-
long sessions for only $10. Plans include
educational/entertaining breakout sessions and a
cantorial concert. Visit www.fjmc.org for more
information.  

Still very much needed: Abayudaya donations -
The club challenges the members of our congregation
to make a small donation — suggested $5 per
member or, if able, $18 per family - to help the
Abayudaya community that, although in Africa, is
actually a member of Seaboard Region, Federation of
Jewish Men’s Clubs.   A number of Men’s Club board
members and other congregants have already joined
the cause. Will you help?  It’s very easy to donate;
just visit http://abayudaya.seaboardfjmc.us/

Hope you have a meaningful Shavuot.

Howard Horwitz, Beth El Men’s Club president
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COMING SOON
GRAND OPENING 

OF THE NEWLY REMODELED BETH EL GIFT SHOP.

Thank you for your continued patience and support during these
difficult months.   Stay healthy. Stay safe. We look forward to
seeing you soon.

Kugels for sale:  Sisterhood plans to make our most-loved kugels in
various sizes and to have them available for purchase by the
Congregation.  Keep an eye out for more details next month.

Garage Sale:  Our Garage Sale will take place this fall.  As you clean
out all of those closets and drawers, save your goodies for donation to
this popular event.

A big thank-you goes to DeAnne Lindsey for coordinating the
Passover Bake Sale!

TORAH FUND

We have until May 15th to collect the money from all our Torah Fund
givers this year.  I am proud to report that we have 39 Benefactors, 11
Guardians, 1 Associate Patron and 1 Patron. We have also had people
give donations in other amounts, which we always appreciate. If you
have not paid your pledge, please send a check for $180 (Benefactor)
or $300 (Guardian) made out to TORAH FUND to Ina Leiderman,
545 Holbrook Road, Va. Beach, VA 23452.

If you want to pay by credit card, go online to:
ht tps: // inspired. jtsa .edu/give/314821/#!/donation/checkout .
It is quite easy to do. 

The contributions of thousands of individuals like us to the grassroots
fundraising effort called TORAH FUND have helped to educate and
train each generation of rabbis, cantors, educators, summer camp
directors, chaplains, campus Jewish life staff and committed lay leaders.
These are the people who guide and teach, console and uplift all of us,
one person at a time. B’Yachad – Together- we can make a difference
again this year.

Barbara Abraham and Ina Mirman Leiderman

Torah Fund Co-Chairs
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Calendar constraints forced us to spread the 5781 Religious School year up to the last week of May. The
immediate outcome of this means that we will have a rare chance to dedicate a school session to Shavuot. So
maybe this year we could do some justice to this holiday, which is one of the most important but also one of the
most ignored holidays on the Jewish liturgical calendar. 

I must say that I have always loved this holiday. As a child, it meant that Summer break was just around
the corner. Our schools emphasized the agricultural aspect of the holiday. We used to travel to nearby kibutzim
to watch festive sheep wool shearing  (זגה גח), wheat harvesting (ריצקה גח) and the collection of the first fruits
was pushed to the side. However, the (הרות ןתמ גח) Indeed, the giving of the Torah festivity .(םירוכיבה גח)
agricultural accent fit very much to the content of young Israel which aspired to reconnect to the biblical
Israelite heritage. 

As much as I like the agricultural festivity of my childhood’s Shavuot, I see little relevance to it for our
Hampton Roads reality. In my mind, the scroll of Ruth, which is read during Shavuot, should stand at the center.
I am moved to tears by this beautiful story about the Moabite woman, Ruth, who, after being widowed by her
Israelite husband, refused to follow the advice of her mother-in-law, Naomi, and chose to go with her back to
the land of Israel. Ruth’s famous statement of loyalty was more than just personal: 

Entreat me not to leave you, or to return from following after you. For wherever you go, I will go.
Wherever you lodge, I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God my God. Where you die, I will
die; and there will I be buried.

These words touch deeply every one of us who tied his or her life with a partner who became a Jew by
choice. Our collective consciousness is loaded with centuries old painful memories of discrimination,
persecution and genocide. Hearing this statement from a person who chose to partake in our fate has healing
power. It allows us to see ourselves positively, as bearers of a precious civilization and the founders of
monotheism, not only as the endangered minority of world empires and the people chosen to suffer. 

Ruth’s words and their outcome, her arrival to the land of Israel, her marriage to Boaz and her becoming
the great-great grandmother of King David, carry the greatest legacy to 21st century American Jews. We can
live and thrive not by closing into ourselves, but on the contrary, by being welcoming to those who choose to
accept our fate as their fate, our happiness as their happiness and our sorrows as their sorrows. We, Jews, will
never make active steps to proselytize our religion to others. But we always accept with open arms everyone
who would like to join us to the occasion of the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai. This is the lesson of Shavuot
I hope to deliver to our students this year. 

Eran Livni, PhD
Patricia Sarah Ashkenazi Religious School, Head of School
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J. SAMUEL GOLDBACK SCHOLARSHIP GRANT

Scholarship Announcement

The J. Samuel Goldback Scholarship Grants Application Review Committee is
accepting applications for the coming academic year.

Scholarship grants of $500 to $4000 are available to the children / dependents
of Congregation Beth El members. Grants are awarded based on the applicant’s
academic achievement/promise and financial need.

Application instructions and forms can be obtained online at:
http://ericmazur.net/j-samuel-goldback-scholarship-grant/.

Applications are due no later than 5:00 p.m. on June 15th. Contact Eric Mazur
(emazur@vwu.edu) if you have any questions.

Annual Meeting

June 8th
7:30 pm

Zoom link will be emailed 
to the congregation as we get close to

the date
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Dear Beth El family,

We had an unbelievable day distributing the generous gifts to the Park Place families from 50 of our Beth
El families and friends. As each family drove in to pick up their children, they were given a beautiful meal
from Mercy Chefs, fresh fruits and vegetables, a grocery store gift card on behalf of the Congregation and
boxes and boxes of generous food and gifts from you. On behalf of the Park Place families and staff and all
of our volunteers who were involved in the effort- THANK YOU!

We received this lovely note from Kamilah Bowers, the Principal of Park Place School:  “We wanted to let
you know how appreciative we are. The congregants of Beth El really showered our families with
tremendous amounts of love, gifts, and blessings last Thursday. We are still in awe! Our learners have been
bringing in thank you cards and other gifts of appreciation all week...Love you dearly, take care.”

In addition, Brenda Garrett, Director of Operations and Development for Park Place School, sent this note:
“Beth El Members - Our staff and board want to thank you for the most generous outpouring of love shown
our PPS family 2 weeks ago. It was overflowing with abundance, thoughtfulness and caring.

If you ever wonder how much your efforts are appreciated, here's your proof - notes from parents and
children, alike.  

May God continue to bless you!”

Grateful in all things, 
Brenda

Thank you to our Adopt-a-Family volunteer families:
Rachel Abrams, Jody Alperin, Leslie Auerbach, Lauren Barkan, Beth Berman, Amelia Berz, Linda Bress,
Elyse Cardon, Sharon Debb, Jodi Dobrinsky, Dana Fink, Wendi Fried, Alicia Friedman, Laura Goldstein,
Leanelle Goldstein, Stacey Gutterman, Mai-Ellen Hecht, Jessica Hoffman-Schmitz, Howard Horwitz, Gail
Juren, Nancy Kanter, Kathy Kantor, Robin Katz, Joyce Kossman, Rachel Krupnick, Lorna Legum, JoAnn
Macon, Ann Marcus, Carly Marcus, Jim Noonan-Sloan, Stephanie Peck, Cameron Poynter, Dana Rosen,
Ellen Rosenblum, Barbara Rossen, Linda Samuels, Marcia Samuels, Deb Segaloff, Patty Shelanski, Ken and
Marilyn Siegel, Rosanne Simon, Carol Smith, Jill Smith, Shirley Stein, Dora Lee Taylor, Jill Wainger, Patti
Wainger, Alice Werner, Rick Yarow, Megan Zuckerman

We would also like to thank the volunteers who helped out with distribution:
Rachel Abrams, Patti and Jules Wainger, Elyse and David Cardon, Megan Zuckerman, Mark and Brenda
Kozak, Cantor Wendi, Robin Katz, Pam Gladstone, Alex Pomerantz, and Park Place Volunteers

And we would like to thank many who contributed financially.


